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English 1302 Review Essay Revision Form: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Revision: It is important that students learn how to edit their own work. To help, I have provided a revision form below. Simply make sure that you are able to answer the questions appropriately when looking at your paper. 
 
1. Title – A) Is there one?  Is it original? B) Does the title give the reader a hint about the topic. C) Is the title a phrase and not a complete sentence?
 
2. The Introduction – A) Does the introductory paragraph use deductive reasoning (going from general to specific)? B) Does the introductory paragraph begin with a broad, general, attention getting statement? C) Is the thesis statement specific and the last sentence or two in the introductory paragraph? D) Number the body points in the order that they appear in the thesis statement. E) Here is an example of a correctly written thesis statement: The film, Titanic, directed by James Cameron, is an outstanding work of cinematic art, for (1) the directing is brilliant; (2) the acting is excellent, (3) the music is mesmerizing, and the (3) special effects are magnificent.

3. Body paragraphs – A) Are there at least three body paragraphs? B) Read the body paragraphs and then do this for each one: In the margin write a one to two - word summary of the paragraph. If the paragraph cannot be summarized in one to two words, then the paragraph is jumbled and has too many ideas in it. The paragraph will need revising to stay focused on the body point.  If the paragraph can be summarized, make sure the word written in the margin matches the body point in the thesis and that you are staying in the order of the thesis. If it does not, then the paragraph is off topic and either the thesis or paragraph needs revision. C) Circle the topic sentence which should be at the beginning of each body paragraph and should not contain borrowed material. Underline the key term in the topic sentence that identifies the body point. If that word is completely different in meaning from the thesis statement or the word in the margin, then the paper has strayed from the thesis; either fix the thesis or the paragraph.  D) Bracket the sentences that are being used as evidence in support of the topic sentence. There should be a specific example of the main point that you discuss in each body paragraph.  E) Underline the interpretive sentence wherein you discuss the meaning of the quote (in the body paragraph) in your own words.  F) Bracket the concluding sentence for each body paragraph. G) Draw a circle around the transitional sentence which should be located at the end of each body paragraph except the last one.
4. The use of borrowed material (which should be written only in the body paragraphs) – A) Is there attribution to introduce the quote. An example is the following: James Cameron states, B) Are there correctly written quote marks at the beginning and at the end of each quote as per MLA? Here is an example. “Titanic was a difficult film to make because of the highly complex special effects” C) Is there a parenthetical citation at the end of each quote? An example is (Smith 497). D) Is the end punctuation mark for a sentence only at the end of the parenthetical citation and not at the end of the quote? Here is an example. James Cameron states, “Titanic was a difficult film to make because of the highly complex special effects” (Smith 497). 
 
5. Conclusion –A) Does the Concluding paragraph use inductive reasoning (going from specific to general)? B) Is there a specific concluding statement at the beginning of the concluding paragraph that mirrors or parallels your thesis statement? C) Is the last sentence in the concluding paragraph broad and general?

6. The paper in general – A) Is the language use and tone appropriate for a collegiate essay?  B) Is there any use of 2nd person; the word, YOU, should not be used in the essay. C.) Are there any grammar or spelling problems?  D) The essay should be polished before submission. Work with a tutor (in the Student Success Center in the library), please, as well as SmarThinking.com.
 
7. Formatting – A) Is the student’s name, professor’s name, course name and submission date single-spaced in the left-hand corner of the first page? B) Are the margins 1” all the way around each page?  Are any of the margins incorrectly formatted? C) Is the font size 12?  Does it look too big or too small?  Is any strange font being used to lengthen the essay? D) Are there page numbers in the upper right-hand corner of each page? 

8. Works Cited- A) Is there a Works Cited page? B) Is the Works Cited page, as well as the entire paper, correctly formatted as per MLA (Times New Roman, Arial, or Courier New font style, size 12 font, double-spacing, and a one-inch margin on all four sides of the page)? B) Does each entry have at least one corresponding quote or paraphrase written in the paper? C) Is the film included in the Works Cited page? Is it correctly formatted?  D)Your Works Cited will be written on a separate page, but below is an example:
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